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News from the Mayor
Roger Snyder

As | write this article, there is about 12 inches of snow
on the ground and the lights are flickering off and on.
Gayle (my wife of 25 years) had stocked up earlier on
the usual food staples while | got extra calf feed, dog
food and fuel for both the generator and tractor. | also
had to bring down some firewood from the shed.

When | was younger, | enjoyed getting out and playing
in the snow. We used to have community sled rides.
No one could afford a sled so we would use whatever
was flat and we could hang on to. My father built me

one that was made out of used f
plywood. | remember that | was so embarrassed drag-
ging that #Athingd to its maide
There were many places here in Mills River that were O '
preedesi gnated Arides. o0 To |[[ment ( 2
Carlanddés driveway, Larry|f Rop_. _ _ & | ~ield
across from Tom and Beul alf Mooreds driveway and by
far the best was Lissie afd tradvra—Moo+redbs—hay—F+eted—on
L. L. Moore Road. Council Members
Mayor: Roger Snyder
Sometimes | think we have forgotten the simpler things Mayor Pro Tem: Lois Pryor
in life. We spend a lot of time and energy trying to stay Councilman: Wayne Carland
caught up. Maybe we should slow down and enjoy the Councilman: Shanon Gonce
things around us, because everything changes. Councilman: Larry Freeman
: - . Staff
As always, during this winter, check on your neighbors, R .
~ Town Manager; Jajme AdrlgnoI%/I

the elderly, and dono6t fonfgelt thos%. aad}'(%rln'% ake spur

R ime.adrign iltSriver.or
youbre prepared for bad welather ket , bl at

teries and flashlights might come in handy if your power
suddenly goes out.

My sled, that | was so embarrassed about, turned out
that it could hold half a dozen kids and fly down the
Arun. o You coul dndt steer

Remember to change those batteries in your smoke and car-
bon monoxide detectors and of course all of those flashlights.

The Staff and Council would like to wish
you a prosperous New Year.
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HISTORY CORNER
by Jim Brittain

Corn  has long
been the most im-
portant crop grown
on the fertile river
bottom land in the
Mills River Valley.
Sixty years ago,
one could see tall
shocks of corn in
the fields in the late
fall and winter. Corn possessed the great advantage of
permitting convenient storage through the non-growing
season and served as a staple food product for farm
families and livestock.

One of the more interesting aspects of the early history
of corn culture in Mills River is the story of what be-
came known as fAlLance Pr ol
tors. The story demonstrates how some progressive
local corn growers experimented with seed selection in
a systematic quest for higher vyields. In some in-
stances, their informed knowledge of the genealogy of
their field corn rivaled their knowledge of connections
among the extended families who resided in the Mills
River community.

It seems that the original variety of corn which later
evolved into Lance corn was brought to Henderson
County from Rutherford County by Allen Hawkins, who
resided in the Shawbés Cr ed
Mathery D. Barnett (1839-1922), a Mills River farmer,
acquired seed corn from Hawkins. It produced what
was described as a deep-grained, red-cob variety of
corn with one large ear per stalk. Around 1890, Tho-
mas (Tom) E. Osborne (1857-1956) obtained seed
from Barnett and continued the selection process. Fol-
lowing the recommendations of W.F. Massey, a profes-
sor at North Carolina State, Osborne carefully selected
seed from well-proportioned stalks with two ears over a
period of many years. He was honored for his commu-
nity leadership and his progressive approach to farm-
ing by being selected as

Farmer. 0 Reportedly, he w
age of 90.
Osborne eventually shared

lifico seed with M. d¥927) whHdo
grew corn on a farm in upper Mills River. He also ex-
hibited a progressive approach to farming. He selected
seed to develop what his neighbor, W.M. (Wash)
Lance (1867-1 96 0) , cal l ed the i
white field corn. Lance acquired some of the Brittain
seed and managed to gain a further increase in yield
over a 20 year period. His corn attracted attention early
in 1936 when it was annou

a

n

n

i fi
tests of

co0 variety had been
15 varieties of corn. The tests were con-

ducted at the Mountain Experiment Station in Swan-
nanoa. The competing varieties had been planted in
four rows, each 20 feet in length, and harvested on
25 October 1935. In a newspaper article about the

results,

the Henderson County farm agent, G.D.

White, mentioned that any local farmer who might
decide to try the Lance corn could obtain seed from

Lanc

e or by contacting t

I'n August 1936, Lanceds
tour of a number of farms in the county led by White

and the
agen

assistant county agent, D.W. Bennett. The
ts predicted that a

farm would produce a yield of about 135 bushels.
The newspaper story about the tour stated that
Lance had adopted a three-year crop rotation
schedule with corn followed by wheat and then by
red clover. Also, he was using a subsoil plow and

f dpptied engmalrim@nure pedodidalty.sThed.aneegcerm
variety became relatively popular over the next sev-
eral years and performed well in annual corn grow-
ing contests in Henderson County. The county
agent stressed the importance of corn to the local
economy in a talk delivered in January 1939. He
reported that about 400,000 bushels of corn had
been produced on 15,160 acres of land the previous
year with a total value of about $240,000.

Lance corn and other local varieties began to be
replaced by hybrid corn during the 1940s. The acre-
age ¢lemotad Mol hybyid co unbHeedgreoe faunty

reached

500 acres in 1947 and continued its rapid

rise thereafter. The annual corn contest in the
county attracted a hundred entrants in 1947 and

eight of

them obtained a measured yield of more

that 100 bushels per acre. The following year, 52
local farmers were reported to have qualified for the

100

bushel an acr e cl u

acres, of the total of 33,000 acres, of crop land in
the county was planted in corn with a total yield of
about 500,000 bushels.

t Qore stillgsdeing grgws & thef bptiorg lands pINEIS t

sRiver,tbut the meigads ofvplantigy, weeding and t
harvesting have changed remarkably since World
War II. Corn growers no longer save seed corn or

5 acquise seed from A reighthad bubinsteatl purchasep -

thybrid Beed. The eld-time fgrmegssvigo used the
traditional ways described above would be amazed
at the density of planting, and heavy application of
liquid-fertilizers, pesticides, and herbicides now

p Hsed wBhynp interraediate work eequired beyween f

planting

and harvesting. The harvesting now gener-

ally is done using machines which chop the stalks
and ears into silage that is transported to store in a

silwd
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RECIPE CORNER

Beer Can Chicken
by Sue Hatch

1 whole chicken (41 5 Ibs)

2 tsp olive oll

1 can (preferably 16 0z) beer
Beer-can chicken rub (see below)

Rinse chicken inside and out and pat dry.
Brush all over, inside and out, with the oil and
season inside and out with the rub.

Open and drink half the beer. Set the half-full
can on a flat pan and slide the chicken over the
top so the can fits inside the cavity. Bake 1 %
hours at 350 degrees, or until inside tempera-
ture is 170 degrees in the breast area. Let rest
10 minutes before removing the beer can.

Carefully remove the chicken from the can, be-
ing careful not to spill the hot beer. You can
poke holes in the can to let the beer drain out
first. Discard the beer and serve warm.

Rub:

In a small bowl combine
e 1 tsp dry mustard
e 1 tsp grated onion
e 1 tsp paprika
e 1 tsp salt
® 15 tsp coriander
® 5 tsp cumin
® 14 tsp black pepper

Enjoy!

MEETING & OTHER DATES

Jan 5 Planning Board 7:00 PM
Jan 13 Finance Committee 7:00 PM
Jan 14 Town Council 7:00 PM
Jan 15 Agricultural Advisory 9:00 AM

Jan 18 Martin Luther King Town Hall Closed
Jan19 LGCCA 3:00 PM
Jan 19 Planning Board 7:00 PM
Jan 26 Parks and Recreation 7:00 PM
Jan 28 Town Council 7:00 PM
Feb2 Planning Board 7:00 PM
Feb9 Board of Adjustment 7:00 PM
Feb 10 Finance Committee 7:00 PM
Feb 11 Town Council 7:00 PM
Feb 16 Planning Board 7:00 PM
Feb 19 Agricultural Advisory 7:00 PM
Feb 23 Parks and Recreation 7:00 PM
Feb 25 Town Council 7:00 PM
Mar 2  Planning Board 7:00 PM
Mar 10 Finance Committee 7:00 PM
Mar 11 Town Council 7:00 PM

Mar 14 Daylight Savings Time Begins

Mar 16 Planning Board 7:30 PM
Mar 19 Agricultural Advisory 7:00 PM
Mar 23 Parks and Recreation 7:00 PM
Mar 25 Town Council 7:00 PM

Apr 2 Good Friday Town Hall Closed

Apr 6 Planning Board 7:30 PM
Apr 8 Town Council 7:00 PM
Apr 13 Board of Adjustment 7:00 PM
Apr 14  Finance Committee 7:00 PM
Apr 16 Agricultural Advisory 9:00 AM
Apr 20 Planning Board 7:30 PM
Apr20 LGCCA-Mills River 3:00 PM
Apr 22 Town Council 7:00 PM
Apr 27 Parks and Recreation 7:00 PM

You Can Count on Me

CONLEY’S TRUCKING

Mulch, Sand, Dirt and Gravel Hauling

P.O. Box 626
Fletcher NC, 28732

Cell (828) 779-8888
(828) 891-3744




LOCAL SMALL BUSINESS ADS

The Mills River Town Newsletter is printed
quarterly: at the end of March, June, Septem-
ber, and December. In order to defray the

cost of publishing, the newsletter will be taking
small business ads. These ads will be busi-
ness card size and black and white. The busi-
ness must be located within the town limits.
There is a $50 fee for each quarterly adver-

tisement and since there is a limited amount
of space, ads will be taken on a first come,
first serve basis. The ad must accompany
payment and checks should be labeled for the
newsletter. The fee collected goes directly for
newsletter costs. Site selection within the
newsletter is to be determined by the newslet-
ter committee. The committee reserves the
right to refuse an ad. Both ad and payment
will be returned if this occurs. Thank you for
your support.

NEWSLETTER SUBMISSIONS

The Town of Mills River newsletter is published
and distributed quarterly. Articles submitted may
be edited for brevity. Deadline for submission of
articles is the 25th of each of the following months:
March, June, September, and December. Submit
articles in writing to:

Paula DeLorenzo
9 White Birch Drive
Mills River, NC 28759

or by email to p828@bellsouth.net. Articles can
also be dropped off at the Mills River Town Hall. If
you need assistance, have questions, or need
more information, feel free to call Paula at (828)
890-8131 or email.

GET INVOLVED IN YOUR COMMUNITY

VOLUNTEER for Town Board or Committee

Volunteers are an invaluable asset to the Town. Opportunities to serve include the Board of Adjust-
ment, Planning Board, Finance Committee, or Agricultural Advisory Committee. If you are interested
in becoming more involved in your community, fill out an application (one per committee of interest)
and return it to the address below. Applications can be found at www.millsriver.org or are available at
the Town Hall.

Town of Mills River
ATTN: Town Clerk
5046 Boylston Highway, Suite 3
Mills River, NC 28759

Forms will be kept on file for two (2) years. As openings occur, applications on file are reviewed, and
appointments are made by Council.
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